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This article was put together from some readings, inspirations and sharing after being asked
questions by different people “If I apply vAstu concepts as a modern educated Architect, if

vAstu is real and if what professionals today in the field of vAstu say is actually true?”

At several levels vAstu is being considered as a hindrance to the design and creative
capability of an Architect. This is because too much focus is being placed on texts by some
professionals who are not necessarily designers, without adequate understanding of field
application, construction techniques, local culture lifestyle and climate, and very impractical
conclusions are being drawn by scholars. The projection of vAstu Vidya as a religious
tradition, rather than an architectural methodology is a reason, amongst many others why
there is a disconnect and lack of acceptance of this traditional knowledge into the



Architectural education. It is hence important to understand the Indian knowledge of vAstu in
a way that can be applied and can be understood better by the modern educated Architects
themselves.

vAstu vidya is a process of creating space and form, it is about building a relationship of the
human/ user and the space and it opens various directions for a designer to be more creative
inwardly. This is the knowledge system, which has been contained in written texts known for
their in-depth analysis of all aspects of building and sculpture. There were originally 32 texts
out of which 16 are known texts written in Sanskrit and a host of local texts in different
languages. Some of the texts offer more information on iconography and iconometry, some
also offer information on simple rituals in community life. Narrative, oral transfer and
application transfer are the most prominent sources of knowledge in Indian tradition.

The vAstu shilpa shAstra are texts that have been in existence for thousands of years. They
have been written and re-written over the years. Usually these texts were safe-guarded by
the Vishwakarma community. Traditionally, the entire design environment was looked after
by the Vishwakarma community who were spread around the country and were recognised
with variant names in different states and varied specialisations. The texts are in samskrutam
(Sanskrit) as well as in regional languages, and a literal translation of these texts cannot be
the exhaustive base for the application of the knowledge in the field.

The skill sets of modern knowledge of Architecture and study of the traditional texts,
buildings and learning the craft technique can be a beautiful connection between the
contemporary and the traditional practises of Architecture and a way to create the built
environment. A well- designed building, a well-constructed song, a well-executed painting,
are all very alike; each is capable of attracting and satisfying the observer or the listener.

Can one design and create a building which will reflect the richness and variety of
human life and which will allow the beauty and vastness of the cosmic order to
permeate its space and enrich its occupants?

In other words, vAstu is an approach of designing where designing is an offering rather than
just a professional service.
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