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On Sep 172020, we celebrated ‘Vishwakarma Jayanti’ in the honour of Lord Vishwakarma
and the traditional craftsmen, sculptors and architects across the generations, as an online
event with participants who joined us from various parts of the world. As part of the
celebration, the work of four Sthapatis and Shilpis from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka was
acknowledged and felicitated.

The program began with an invocation by Gayathri Shanmugavelan to Swayambu
Vishwakarma who is considered to have created everything in the world when nothing else
existed.

Following this, Architect Sashikala Ananth shared an inspiring message on her journey with
VAstu, the Parampara Siksha of the Vishwakarma tradition and work being done at
Ritambhara to bridge Indian traditional knowledge with contemporary lifestyles. The following
paragraphs are excerpts from her speech-

For thousands of years, India has boasted of some of the most beautiful, durable and unique,
aesthetic art work that stands as a sentinel of our past glory. This great art has not been
celebrated sufficiently in the last few decades. Both the art and the practitioner have
survived the ravages of time and continue to practice their marvelous craft with the same
dedication and superb quality to this day.

The most important aspect of our traditional craft and the skill of our artisan is that it was
part of mainstream life and interlinked with the built environment. Therefore, the beautiful
carvings in wood work and stone work, the exquisitely made furniture, the aesthetically
pleasing metal cookware, the incomparable woven fabric for the interiors were all part of the



built environment till a hundred years ago. But today the craft skill has become exclusive and
a rarity and a market for the wealthy. The Vishwakarma who were part of everyday life have
been sidelined into the marginalised people in our society. It is time that we recover this
extraordinary heritage and make it a part of our life. Just as we ought to embrace handicrafts
as a part of our life, designers, architects and house owners can commit to include the
artisan and the crafts people in their built process.

The vAstu shilpa shAstra are an extremely potent as well as viable resource for us to bring
into our design methodology. | have studied these texts under the able guidance of Shri
Ganapati Sthapati for over 10 years. My attempt has been to make this textual knowledge
available to students from India and other parts of the world. The theoretical study as well as
field application is being taught regularly through Ritambhara. Secondly, we are also
attempting to create a platform to bring the skills and capability of the Vishwakarma to
various applications. In this endeavor we have started collecting data about the
Vishwakarma and their skills to make it available as a directory for application in the built
environment.

We hope to be able to celebrate this ‘Vishwakarma Jayanti’ every year and bring to the
limelight craftspeople and artisans from various parts of the country.

A beautiful presentation by Ponni Selvanathan on Temple Restoration - Jirnoddhara, set the
stage for another insightful presentation by Gayathri Shanmugavelan on the Vishwakarma
tradition and the work done by the artisans.

y he highlight of the event was the pre-recorded
interviews of Sri R. Selvanathan Sthapati (from Chennai), M. Kannairam Sthapati (from
Kanchipuram), B. Srinivasan Shilpi (Mahabalipuram) and H. Madhusudhana (Bangalore),



where they reflected on their journeys and experiences as traditional artists and offered
amazing insights into their craft and training.

Finally, a panel discussion took the event to a new space where people got an opportunity to
interact directly with the unsung heroes of this artform. Sri D.V. Sridharan, senior member of
the Indic Academy then felicitated the Vishwakarma shilpis towards the end of the
momentous celebrations and shared his message on the important role of the Vishwakarmas
in representing and carrying forward the Dharma. Following is an excerpt from his speech-

Our Dharma is written in the books. Not everyone can read them since it is in Sanskrit but
everyone can respond and be invoked by seeing a temple structure or a sculpture. | believe
the Vishwakarmas have visually rendered our dharma and | am grateful to be in the presence
of such Masters. | think there are two things our civilization depends on - traditional
agriculture that venerates the soil and the work of the Vishwakarmas. The more the people
get involved with natural agriculture and sit at the Vishwakarma to learn their art, they will
be doing a huge service in taking our civilisation and Dharma forward.

The celebrations ended with a vote of thanks by Sashikala Ananth, acknowledging the efforts
put in by the Vishwakarmas, the co-hosts from Dr. V. Ganapati Sthapati Research Foundation
and the Ritambhara vAstu Sangha for making this event possible.

The event received inspiring responses from people who work closely with different areas of
Indian heritage- especially the arts and architecture, a few of them read as follows.



“Where does an artisan get his sense af proportion,
colour aesthetics and design? In a paramparik vocation
children play around as the elders work,

The child absarbs what is seen and unknowingly it gets
ingrafned in their system.

They don't need to be taught skills and design.”

“Nature is the ultimate creator, We are part of nature.

Embodying this our craftspeople and artisans
create things of such beauty that they mesmerise.
This is-the true heritage of humanity”

You may watch the Vishwakarma interviews here.

If you missed the live event, please watch the recording of the Vishwakarma
Jayanti event here.


https://youtu.be/kCmd-mZPFyk
https://www.facebook.com/2005706449653553/videos/792165501575074

